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Social Contract Theory of Muslim
Philosophers (A Comparative Review)

S Y e
ABSTRACT

1t is said that man is a social animal so social contract is important to live to gether. The social
contract theory is one of the most dominent and impressive political theory. Islam has given a
unique and complete social and political system with a concept of ‘Khilafat’ (Caliphate), based on
the Qur'an and Sunnah. The Muslim philosophers paid a remarkable contribution regarding social
and political contract to solve the problems time by time in the light of Qur'an and Sunnah, such as

Al Farabi, Ibn Khaldoon etc.
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"The first question that arises in this connection is this......Should the Caliphate be
vested in a single person? Turkey's Ijtihad is that according to the spirit of Islam the
Caliphate or Imamate can be vested in a body of persons, or an elected Assembly.
The religious doctors of Islam in Egypt and India, as for as I know, have not yet
expressed themselves on this point. Personally, I believe the Turkish view is perfectly
sound. It is hardly necessary to argue this point. The republican form of government
is not only thoroughly consistent with the spirit of Islam, but has also become a
necessity in view of the new forces that are set free in the world of Islam.”’ [
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