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Funeral Ceremonies in Islam and Zoroastrianism: A Comparative Study
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Abstract:

The body of deceased carried out through different ways in every religion and
community. Islamic law (sharia) calls for burial of the dead as soon as possible,
predated by a simple ritual which involves bathing and shrouding the body, The Islamic
way of funeral shows respect of human being either they are alive or dead, while it is
believed in Zoroastrianism the death as ritual impurity and the dead body is disposed-
off in Dakhma by vultures. This article represents the difference of funeral ceremonies
in Islam and Zoroaster religion whereas the ceremonial exercises are discussed from
beginning to an end.

Key Words:Islam, Zoroastrianism, burial, Disposed-off, Dakhma.
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"In Zoroastrian tradition, death represents the strongest form of ritual impurity or
pollution. Therefore, Zoroastrians have strict rituals associated with death and dying. There
rituals begin even before death. If a person is known to be dying, family members bring a
fire into the room to drive away evil.” (27)
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“According to our religion soon after the soul has left the body, the body starts
decaying and except for a few people who have to carry the dead body no person is allowed

to touch the body lest he be infected. The people who carry the dead body have to get a
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purifying bath after the dead has been laid to final rest. No part of the body of dead person is
allowed to be kept as a memento.” (28)
/f)’}?ull& L;!)!,&g»! Lgt’lgnf/);‘l,‘nb/l]'(gd,«#l’/}; £2_/ &fllv‘ £b/u'.;/hfz:,€)‘
Sz nisls finet 3 E KN TI BLE 51 BT 2,1 (S 2
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“Soon after death, the corpse is washed, and a clean suit of clothes is put over it.
The kusti, or the sacred thread, is then put sound the body with a prayer. The corpse is
placed on the ground in a corner of the front room on large slabs of stone, or impermeable,
hard, dry clods of earth. The hands are folded upon the chest cross wise. After the corpse is
placed on slabs of stone, one of the two professional corpse-bearers, to whom the body is
entrusted, draws round it three kashas, or circles, with a metallic bar or nail, thus reserving
temporarily the marked plot of ground for the corpse so as to prevent the living from near it
and catching infection.”(29)
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"It is believed that this particular kind of spotted (Khathru chasma, literally, the
four-eyed) dog has the faculty to detect whether life in the body is extinct or not. It is
expected to stare steadily at the body, if life is extinct, but not even to look at it if
otherwise."(30)
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“A priest now comes and prays in Avestan. The Priest is joined by at least one other
for the Geh Sarna ceremony, in which they recite the first Gatha of Zarathustra. The Geh
Sarna ceremony signals the departure of the soul from the body. After the ceremony the
body is no longer connected to the soul and may be disposed of (31)
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"The corpse-bearers place the bier by the side of the corpse. They then recite in a
suppressed tow the following formula of grace and remain silent up to the time of the final
disposal of the corpse in the tower of silence." (32)
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"The corpse may be removed to the Tower at any time during the day but not at

night, as the body must be exposed to the sun." (33)
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“O Maker of the material world, thou Holy one! Whither shall we bring, where shall
we lay the bodies of the dead, O Ahura Mazda?

Ahura Mazda answered:On the highest summits where they know there are always
corpse— eating dogs and corpse- eating birds, O Holy Zarathustra! There shall the
worshipers of Mazda fasten the corpse by the feet and by the hair, with brass, stones or lead,
lest the corpse-eating dogs and corpse—eating birds shall go and carry the bones to the
water and to the trees”. (34)
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"The traditional way of disposing of a corpse in India and Iran has been the dakhma,
or Tower of Silence. This is a circular stone building, open at the top, usually set on a
barren hill. The inside is arranged in three circles. The outer circle is for men, the middle

for women, and the inner circle for children." (35)
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“The body is exposed and left uncovered, so that the eye of the flesh-devouring
birds may be drawn to it. The sooner it is eaten up, the fewer the chances of further
decomposition, and the greater the safety of the living. The clothes removed from the
corpse are thrown in a pit outside the tower where they are destroyed by the combined
action of heat, air and rain, In Bombay they are destroyed with Sulphuric acid.(36)
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“O Omniscient Lord! I would reach near Thee through the Good Mind.

Do Thou grant me benefits of both the worlds, of this the corporeal and (the other)
the spiritual, (which may accrue) through truth, joy-giving and happiness.”(37)

AT L fen L2 s LFE S e FF QS etiol i fle iz
I YA PR I APy

uﬁ&’Jl_cL-t‘lggJﬁ‘Manangho”!/uyzﬁmﬂ“Astvatascha”}’/ulf?,u’l&WL&L{,@‘G;@/)
2l 5 s A

27



.s’W(}.ﬁ}.{!::,L//d]'ﬂ},:‘guf_'n}:ﬁ/}ulrw’lg)

“The soul cannot work unless invested with a bodily vehicle. Body and soul are the
two main constituents in the formation of man. These two have their respective organs and
other spiritual and material essentials. Man should therefore bethink himself to prepare for
the journey to the next world.”(38)
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"Whoso, O Ahura Mazda! Man and woman may give me the best (gift) of (this) life
which Thou, indeed, hast known (and) whoso may rule over righteousness for the sake of
righteousness and may exercise (his) sovereignty through good mind, I will point out the
path to them to wards Thy worship (or praise), O Ahura Mazda ! (and) I will make them all
cross the Chinvat Bridge." Ha

46.10(39)
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“The Karapans and the Kavis intend to destroy life humanity by means of wicked
deeds and power whom (for doing thus) their own souls and their own conscience hardened
(or incited). They (Karapans and Kavis) go there where the Chinvat Bridge (is) but their
dwelling (is) forever in the abode of the Druj(i-e in hell) " H@ 46.11.(40)
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“The Place reserved for the pious souls that approach heaven is called garo demana
“Abode of Song”. Ahura Mazda first entered this home of the blessed ones and zarathushtra
has promised that the faithful of all times will win admission to it through thinking good

thoughts and practicing righteousness.” (41)
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“In contradistinction to the Best Existence, the abode of sinners after death is
achishta ahu, “Worst Existence”. The region of hell is called drujo demana, “Abode of

Wickedness” or achishtahya demana manangho, “Abode of the Worst Mind”.(42)
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