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Abstract

The revival of sciences and the European Renaissance movement is a paradigm shift in human
history. Various sciences were edited, introduced and invented. A group of Western scholars made
research and study in social sciences as well as Islamic sciences and Eastern arts as part of their
research and studies. A number of Western scholars spent their lives in an Islamic tradition of
knowledge for their interests, aims and objectives. In general, the Orientalists have made all the
Islamic sciences their topic of study and established research centres. Among them, the Orientalists
have also studied the subject of Sufism in addition to the Qur'an, Hadith, Figh, Sirah, and History.
This research paper presents an analysis of one of the famous Orientalists' Arbury studies on Islamic
Mysticism. Arthur Johan. Arberry is widely recognized as one of the leading British scholars of
Oriental Studies in the mid-twentieth century. In this context, this study is an attempt to make to
investigate Arberry's thoughts on the Islamic tradition of Sufism. The Critical and alnalytical
Research Methodology has been adopted in this study with a qualitative approach. This study
perceives that AJ Arberry's opinion regarding Islamic Sufism is moderate and based on justice. He
says with reference to Islamic Sufism that Islamic Sufism should be taken from the Quran and Hadith
which is original Source of Islamic Sufism. It is crucial to refer to Arabic sources and authentic
references. It is recommended on behalf of this study that a comparative study should be made on
Arrbry's thoughts with other Western scholars.

Keywords: Orientalists, Arberrry’s views, Mysticism, Islamic Tradition, Analysis
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Ln pel a6
Arberry spent almost the whole of his academic life immersed in the world of
Islam, which became his intellectual territory. His detailed studies required
him to enter into a deep understanding of the beliefs and the intricate works of
medieval Muslim theologians, poets and mystics, and his translations of the
Qur’an and the works of Riim1 involved him in unravelling some of the most
("profound expressions of Islam.
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“At present, the original sources of Islamic Sufism are not available, due to
which it is not possible to establish a correct opinion on Sufism. Based on
whose information the original history of Sufism began in Mecca and continued
in the Qur'an. All that information is available in the form of Arabic
manuscripts in the libraries of Africa and Europe. These manuscripts could not
be collected due to lack of research resources and no one who could afford to

compile and publish them. Therefore, due to the non-availability of Arabic
sources, no one could see the Meccan and Madani aspects of Sufism...”!’
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“Sir John Malcolm is one of the famous people working on Sufism
and Sufism in Europe. He wrote a book called History of Persia on
Sufism. And this book played an important role in establishing the
ideas of later Orientalists™!®.
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these four sources; Sir «““That there are four sources of this book

John Malcolm's book was made. The first source of these sources
was Sir William Graham's lecture which he gave in the Bombay
And the second source was the four books, the Literature Society
first of which is the letter of Agha Muhammad Ali Mujtahid, a
scholar from Kermanshah, Iran, which he wrote in response to
Malcolm's letter.And the third source was the situation and affairs
of Shahan-e Sultanate and the teachings of the Sufis in Iran at that
time was the third source of this book.The last source of History of

Persia was the book "Majlis al-Mominin" by the Shia religious
scholar Nurullah Shustri”."
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“The Orientalists have been working for four hundred years on a
comparative assessment of Sufism and for this they have relied only on
Iranian sources and literature...”?’

h.,«»m"“"ui-uzdf/?uwwJ’:J?"ow’Luu‘a&f/,uﬁ/’muy"&:’%vw@”@zw“
S 2 b dip L P b6 LG T 2 b ST O3 e S SG St
ug;u‘_ﬁu(t?umt%gygfuﬁsrﬁuﬁuﬂ&tg;&uﬁwc,;w,ym,g(&u;u;/;mfu‘;/,gwl??
&,uz»Ld/,,;’_g(’@,}fm’f/vqﬁdmﬁ”Jjéawvfw.;wvw{;f/guﬁ_srﬁiuﬂm
L/(/V;’/’j.ﬁ/)léb)‘&!/nﬂdﬁLu}”’;léLu’i/)"L/L/"g[:cflg&@édﬁjdb’f/%ug}y
e

ALzt lirUtad AUl L sl LS i S LSl o
S AUty S BI G  eeF 2 L UM i et P e
J'T,»ma_lb/Luu“uta?ufpuﬁ;‘j’lJm_LZJ’meJ(/?u)gJZTf_n_uf?ﬂ L E w3
zj’mufurgf.yfj/{uu“wuum‘J@Lw;Ju_u’“’u:g{;ﬁ‘uyﬁiajwﬂmﬂ Kolire
gz e e ST et Mo S bt s v i /o,{/ﬂ_')’h.j/wu:b’dfjg&’{’dfﬁé

“Thus sir Jones speculated, basing his theories on an acquaintance with the mysticism
of the Persian poets only” (*).
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“That his theory is contrary to the principles of modern research and is a futile

y-debate
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“One of the sources of Islamic Sufism is India. That is, Muslim
Sufis got their teachings from India. One of the famous scholars of
this theory is Richard Hartman. In this regard, Richard Hartman
describes three theories...”!
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“The arguments which he has given for making Sufism a Hindi source are
(") not satisfactory and these arguments are insufficient to claim him”
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“No one tried to make Sufism a Hindi source except Max Horten,
but the proponents of his arguments, or the inferences he made,
contradicted his own claim, and its purpose. And the style is
contradictory. Masnavin, on the other hand, calls Hallaj a

(*®).-monotheist”
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“It is by no certain that Plotinus was ever translated into Arabic , and in
any case , it seems that if any Greek authors exercised a real direct
influence on the Arab mystic , none of whom is known to have been

personally acquainted with Greek, they are more likely to have been late
syncretizes”(*?).
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That Neo-Platonism has a certain resemblance and similarity in "
the esoteric esoteric philosophy and the inspiration and discovery
of Sufism is a clear proof that the Sufis were influenced by Neo-

A0"Platonism
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Islam's mystical element, Sufism, offers believers a model of worship that

transcends orthodox rituals and ceremony for direct, unmediated contact with
the Divine.**
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